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TOM POUARD /oinetf fhe 
Wavy for odvntvre, bvf off 
he found in if was hard wot* 
- vnfif fhe day Mi thip want 
r'nfo fcxrff/e cgoinsf [on en#my 
four rimes her rf xe, and Torn 
laafnad whof f> mtat u fo be 
o Navy man at war, 

SEAMAN TOM POL- 
LARD was sick of his de- 

■ trove r . 1/-S-5. Pickering, tick of 
the treacherous billowing sea, 
sick of his uncle. Bosun Pollard. 

As "the destroyer ploughed 
over the swelling and foaming 
Atlantic, Tom lay in his bunk, 
trying in vain to reft. He envied 
the older hands *>ho could take 
it in their strides. He was only a 
third class seaman, fresh* from 
a farm. , 

He had had great illusion's 
about destroyer life. He had 
joined the Navy to emulate his 
uncle, who hrld the high posi- 
tion -of Bofstn. He had believed 
himself lucky when he was as- 
signed 10 the Pickering, his 
unde*s ship. 

But instead of a friendly 
uncle taking him under his wing 
and guiding his first sea fret, he 
found a tough warrant officrr' 
mating him like a jailbird. 



He had been forced to scrub 
the destroyer's decks and polish 
her brasawork until he hated 
them: had been forced to paint 
and rrpaint the ship until be 
could no longer stand the smell 
of paint. And on top of that, 
instead of letting him get a well- 
deserved rest after ford work, 
the Bosun threw him into Chief 
GunncT Caiudy'i gun crew. 
Cassidy, the Bosun's crony, was 
a driver. 

As he thought, he turned on 
his narrow bunk, holding firmly 
to the iron post' to avoid being 
tossed off by the destroyer's wild, 
lurches. He tried to go to sleep, 
but couldn't. * 

Suddenly the gong clanged 
there times, paused, and clanged 
again. 

"Bang! Bong.' Bcngr 

Simultaneously the Bosun's 
pipe in the loudspeaker shrilled 
aloud "Battle Station*!*" 

Tom sprang out of his bunk 
and dressed in a hurry. He 
raced with the other tailors 
along the wildly gyrating drck 
to the companion way and dam' 
berrd up to the main deck. 

When he arrived at his bartlr 
nation in Number One gun on 
the fore deck, Tom saw the 
Pi(ktring*i funnrlt belch heavy 
smoke as she racrd. ploughing 
her bow steeply into a wave. She 
shuddered and her bow rose 



again before dipping into an- 
other' wave. Her ventilators 
whistled shrilly as they sucked 
huge drift* of air for the hun- 
gry boilrrs below. 

In m few moments, Tom col- 
lected has wfts and the situation 
became clearer. The Pickering 
had left the convoy, which was 
spreading as fast as it could, 
toward the south. Her alster 
de st royer, the Hmeaden, was 
racing abreast of her toward 
something that was partly bid- 
den by the sea's mountainous 
waves and low fog of wet spray. 
A Cat alini patrol bomber was 
circling the thing to guide thr 
destroyers. 

•pOM WONDERED if the 

Catalina had spotted a U- 
boat pack in the North Atlantic. 
It was a hazardous task to btast 
the pack and keep them from 
getting at the convoy, protected 
now only by Canadian cor- 
vettes. 

Then as the thing lifted on 
the treat at a wave. Tom gasped. 
It was a powerful Nasi heavy 
cruiser, racing toward the con- 
voy. The Pickering and the 
Harmdf. puny, thin-skinned 
and under at m ad ants compared 
to tha'r huge adversary, were 
going to carry the war to the 
crisis*?! 

••What are you startdtng there 



for, knee pants?** Chief Gunner 
Caisidy barked. "Get to your 
station." 

Embarrassed, Tom took hit 
po siti on behind another young 
viman who was loading a shell 
into Number One gun. 

"Range," the talker, tfcr gun 
yeoman with a telephone strap- 
ped to his chest, relayed from 
the bridge. 

**Ay», range/* the Gunner re- 

The Nazi cruiser was looming 
closer now in the high seat. Her 
guns barked, but her first salvo 
went wide of the ploughing de- 

**Mark!" the Gunner roared. 

Tom felt a thrill race down 
his spine. The little destroyer's 
puny guns were going to reply 
savagely to the Nazi cruiser. 

-fire!" 

Enclosed by the gun's shield. 

Tom could not see the result of 

^rfse salvo. Nor had he time, foe 

f the gunner's mate yanked open 

the gun's breech, and driven by 

Cassidy's lashing wordv Tom 

rammed a shell into the gun's 

/, yawning mouth, 

"Range!" 

"Mark!" 

-Firer 

The destroyer's deck shook 
under the buffeting pounding of 
the gun's blast. The breech 
opened again, and. sweating in 
spite of the piercing cold, Tom 
rammed in another shell. 

j2L*DDfZNLY A PAIR of 
huge geysers blossomed f ore 
of the Pickering's starboard 
bow, and spray lashed at the 
deck. A man near Tom gripped 
his belly in sudden agony and 
slid down toward the pitching 
deck. Tom grabbed him under 
the arm pits brforr he hit the 
. deck, and another tailor carried 
him away. 

Still the Pickering bored in, 
bucking the heavy seas, defying 
the fire of the huge, thickly* 
armored cruiser. Her best pro- 
tection, Tom knew, was her 
speed: a single shell from one of 
the cruiser's great guns could 
blase the Pickering out of thr 
water in ai mstam— if it could 
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score a hit. But the little de- 
stroyer, tos sing , weaving, dart- 
ing in t srai not an easy target. 
' Sail, she was getting uncomfor- 
taMy e!o*e — in another minute 
or so she would be within range 
'of even the smaller guns of her 
giant enemy. 

Tom Pollard's brow wrinkled 
momentarily in a frown as he 
sweated over the Number One 
gun. What wax the Pickering 
going to do? With her five-inch 
guns, she couldn't hope to dam- 
age the big cruiser seriously: it 
would take 'superlative marks- 
manship—and a lot of luck in so 
heavy a sea — to find any chink 
at all in the opponent's armor. 
Still she kept boring in. Tom't 
brow cleared again. Under the 
stress of action he j stopped 
thinking, and became an effi- 
cient, relentless fighting ma- 
chine as the inevitable climax of 
the unequal battle neared. 

The action was fast now.. 
. **«**!- 

"Mark!" 

"firer* 

•J*HE DESTROYER'S bow 
seemed to leap out of the 
water as her guns spoke again. 
Now she was suddenly turning 
broadside, and her pointers 
frantically rotated the wheels in 
an effort to keep their gum on 
target. 

Tom saw the Nasi cruiter, 
barely a hundred yards away. 
Her machine-gun* and small 
guns barked. 

The pounding shook the Pick- 
ering from mastheadto keelson. 
But her machine-guns were re- 
plying. On both sides, men w rrc 
falling, hit by the storm of hot 
flying lead. 

TTwrr was no time to think, 
no time to do anything but feed 
the hungry gun*. Tom shovrd 
another usell into the breech 
and ttaggrrrd back as the gun- 
ner's mate slammed the breech 
Jiut. 

"Mark!" 

"Firer. 

"Bommr 

I he distance wj» w> *hor t that 
il seemed impu**ihle lhat ihr 
Pickering's guns rould mm. But 
Tom doubled if the little shells 
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could inflict more than super- 
ficial damage on the heavily- 
armored Nazi. 

Then, above the incredible J 
din that- was hammering at his 
ears, Tom heard the swish of 
released torpedoes. He had for- 
gotten them. The destroyers had 
been racing at the cruiser, not so 
much to distract her from the 
convoy as to launch a deadly 
torpedo attack! « 

Now the Pickering had 
turned about, and was tag- 
ragging away, her stem guns 
keeping up a lively fire. I 

As Tom staggered out of the 
gun pit, he saw the cruiser. One 
geyser slapped her on the bow, 
with a huge explosion. Another 
ripped her amidships, and the 
last exploded into her vitals. All 
the Pickering's torpedoes had 
hit home. 

And the Hmrodrm was now 
swinging to deliver her own at- 
lack.- „ 

THE BATTLE was over, and 
Tom felt like a new man. He 
could not explain it. He had 
infinite pride in the Pickering. 
something he never had before. 
Hadn't she. small, thin-skinned, 
and terribly ' underarmed, 
dashed, utterly contemptuous of 
odds, to deal the enemy heavy 
cruiser her mortal blows? • 

* His part? Hr brushed kawxty. 
fie had been trained for such 
an emergency, and he did what 
every other sailor would have . 
done. It wasn't important. 

Then it dawned upon him. 
He had come aboard, a thin and 
soft farm youth. Bosun Pollard,' 
experienced in handling men,' 
had seen him with critical eyes,* 
had proceeded to woek on him. 
Hard work cm the deck, to 
toughen his muscles and add 
wright to his body, strict disci- 
pline and Cassidy's lashing* 
tongue, to harden his spirit. He, 
smiled suddenly, proudly. *J 

Bo*un Pollard was busy, 1 
woeking with the damage eon-' 
trol officer. Tom .would thank 
him a\ soon m he got a chance. 
His uncle had nudr him a real 
man. a destroyer gob. *"" 

A destroyer gob* ( 

The End 
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